






















IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 7:; 1966 

NO. 847-66 
OXford 7-5131 
OXford 7-3189 (Copies) 

AIR FORCE SELECTS UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
TO INVESTIGATE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 'REPORTS 

The Universit¥ o! Q9lprado, Boulder1 Colorado, has been selected by the 
Air Force to conduct i·ndependent investigations into unidentified flying object 
(UFO) reports 

A research agreement, valued at approximately $300,000, is being negotiated 
with the university by the Air Force Office of Scientific Research to analyze 
phenomena associated with UFO sightings and to make recommendations on the Air 
Force s methods of and evaluating UFO reports -- a program known 
as Project Blue Book. A report is expected to be made to the Air Force in early 
1968 

Dr. Edward u. Condon will direct the scientific phases of the work, while 
Robert J. Low serve as project coordinator. Principal investigators working 
with Drw Condon will be Dr. Franklin E. Roach and Dr. Stuart W .. Cook. 

Dr. Condon, former director of the National Bureau of Standards (NBS), is 
a professor of physics at Colorado and a fellow of the Joint Laboratory for 
Astrophysics which is co-sponsored by the university and NBS. Mr. Low is an 
assistant dean of the university's graduate school. Cook is chairman of 
the university's psychology department, and Dr. Roach is an astrophysicist with 
the Environmental Science Services Administration (ESSA). 

Colorado is expected to select several other universities to take part in 
the research. These and other consultants will bring the number of scientists 
involved to over 100. 

The National Academy of Sciences has indicated its willingness to assist 
by appointing a panel--at the time the Colorado report becomes available to the 
Air Force--to review the investigating team's work. This panel will not be part 
of the investigating team, but will provide a further independent check on the 
scientific validity of the method of investigation. 

In announcing the selection, Air Force Secretary Harold Brown said, "We 
are more than pleased to be able to place this grant with respected individuals 
in a university of such high standing in the scientific community. 
the location of the university should prove invaluable to the investigators, 
since the National Center for Atmospheric Research and the research headquarters 
of the Environmental Science Services Administration are located at Boulder. 
These organizations conduct research on the properties of man's natural environ­
ment, specializing in the physical characteristics of the atmosphere and the 
near-space medium." 
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Air Force Projeqt Blue Book files, as well as any other UFO information 
in the possession of the Air Force, will be made available to the team. 
Additionally, ~11 Air Force installations within the U.S. will assist the team 
if requesteO.. The investigators will, however .• conduct their resea.rch 
independently of and without direction from the Air Force. 

The decision to enter into a research agreement for this work wan based 
on a recornmend.ation of the Air Force Scientif:lc Advisory Board which completed 
a. review of the resources, methods and findings of Proj~ct Blue Book earlier 
this year. While complimenting the Air Force on the organization of Project 
Blue Book, the Board recommended that the program be expanded to include 
investigation of selected sightings by independent scientists. 

Within the Department of Defense, the Air Force has the responsibility 
of invest;lgating UFO reports. The Air Force has been investigat'1pg such reports 
since 1948 under its role of air defense of the United states, an~the 
university's research does not alter Project Blue Book responsibilities of 
receiving, investigating and evaluating UFO reports. 

END 

(DOD Release No. 388-66, May 9, 1966, refers.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

? OCT 1966 

Deer Mr . Ford: 

Knowing of your continuing interest in Air Force matters the 

Secretary of the Air Force has asked me to inform you of our selection 

of the University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, to conduct independent 

investigations into unidentified flying object (uro) reports . 

Attached is a copy of the news story scheduled for release at 

ll: 00 A. M. ED!' today, October 7, 1966. 

If further information would be helpful, please let us know. 

Attachment 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 

House of Representatives 

s~~£ 
BRYC·E DE, II, Colonel, USiAF 
Chief, Plans Group 
Legislative Liaison 
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